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AcLi, Ordinences, Prcaident's Orders atrd RegulatioDs

NATIONAI ASSf, MBLY SECRETARIAT

hlanabad, the 2rd Septenber, 2020

No. F. 22(39y20r9-L€gis.-Tho following Act of Majlis-e-Shooro
(Parliament) received the assent ofthe Prcsident on the 22nd September, 2020 is
hereby published for general information.-

AcrNo. XXXIV OF 2020

to provide.for the setting up af specrul j udiciol tribunal to elJicienrly and
eryeditiously hear and decide disputcs utising o t of nattcrs prtdining to the

medtcal and hcalth seclors

WHtRuAs it is €xpedient ro provrde for the serting up for a special
judicial Eibunal lo efficicntly and erpcditiously hear and decide disputes arising
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ou t of matters p€rt ining to the actions of a uthonties formed to regul are d iffere nt
arc&s of the medical sector in Pakistan and to provide cost effoctile rdjudication
of such disputes;

It is hereby enacted as under:

L Short title rnd conmeoc€Eetrt- (I) This Act shall I)e called thc
Medical Tribunal Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come into forc€ at onca

2. Dcfiritiotrs.- ln this Act, unless there is anlhing repngnant in the
subject or context,-

(a) sBench" means bench as constituted by thc Chairman ofth€
Mcdical Tribunal:

(b)

(c)

(d)

"ChsirmcE" means Chairman ofthe Medical Tri:unall

'membeE" means mernbers of the Medical Tribr nall

"pr6cribed" means prescrihd rules o..egulrtions madc
underthis Act, as the case may bc;

(e) "Ragiltrar" means the rcgistrar of the Medical fribunal anc

includes any other person authorized by the 'Irjbunal t(
perform the functions ofthe Registrar under this 1\ct:

(0 &regulatioDs" means regulations made under this Act;

(g) "rules" means rules made under this Acl; and

(h) "Tribunal'means Medical Tribunal established undertiis Act

3. Cogtrizerce of olfenc4.-<l) No court shall take crgnizance iI
any matter to which j urisdiction ofthe Tribunal extends.

(2) Any person or entity aggrieved by an act which is an (,ffence unde.
any la\ for the time being in force triable by the Tribunal or by ar order or act
which is appealable before the Tribunal may institute a conrplaim. or claim or
appeal as the case may b€ before the Tribunal.

(3) The Tribunal may also initiare appropriare proceeding oll
dependable information against any rndrvidual or institution after ijsuing noric,:
against an act or omission which falls wi$in thejurisdiction of th€ Tribunal.
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4. M€dicd Tribunrl.-{l) The P.inie Minister of Pekist&n sh.ll, by
notification in the ofFrcial Gazette, establish the Tribunal which shall exercise
jurisdiction under this Act.

(2) The Tribunal shallconsist ofaChairman who has been ajudge ofa
High Coun to be appointed by the Prime Minister of Pakistan upon nomimtion
by the ChiefJustice ofPalistan.

(3) In addition to the Chairman, the liibunal shall mnsist ofat Ieast
four members and the Federal Covemmcnt mav increas€ lhe numb€r ofmembers
as required.

(4) The m€mbers of the Tnbunal shall be appoinled by the
Prime Minister of PakisBn in consultation with the Chairman ofthe'fribunal. of
which halfshall bejurists who have been judges of High Court and halfshall be
technical membeB with suitable professional qualifications dnd experience, in
rhe medical fields.

(5) The powers and functions of the Tribunal may be exercised or
performed by Benches as constituted by the Chairman ofthb Tribunal.

(6) The principai seat of th. Tribunal shall bc at Islamabad. The
Benches of the Tribunal may function at any of the provincisl headquerters es per
schedule directed by the Chairman.

(7) Ifthe members of the Bench differ in opinion as to the decision to
be given on any point, the casc shall be referred to the Chairma, and the decision
of the Tribunl shall be expresscd in terms ofhe opinion ofthe Chairman.

(t) The 'l'ribund shall nol, merely because of a chalge ir iLs

composition, or the absence of any member From afly sifting, be bound to recall
and rehear any witness who has given evidence, and may act on the evidence
already recorded by, or produced, b€fore it.

(9) The Tribunal may hold its siftings at such places wifiin its
tenitorial jurisdiction as the Chairman may decide.

( l0) No act or proceeding ofthc Tribunal shall be invalid by rer.son only
of the existence ofa vacancy in, or defect in the constitution, of the Tribunal.

( I I ) The tcrms and conditions of scrvice of the Chairman ard medtlers
ofthe Tribunal shall be such as may be prEscribed by rules.

5 Tenurc of omce.-Tte Chairman a.nd memb€rs of the Tribunal
shall hold office for a period of three years which mey be extended by the



Fedelal Govemment fol another term subject to consent of the Chief Justice of
Pakistan to the extended term of the Chairman and the consent of th.: Chairman
to thc exlendod term ol_a mernber.

6. Ju.isdic(ion rnd powers of Mcdical TribuDal.-- (l) -1\ll offeDces
p.ovided for under the Pakistan Nursing Council Act, 1973 (XXVI of 1973),

Paliistan Health Research Counoil Act,20l6 (XII ol20l6), the Unani Ayurvedic
and llorneoplLthic Praclitioncrs AcL 1965 (II of 1965), the Phaflnacl Act. 1967
(XI of 1967), the Pakistan Medical and Dental Ordinancc, 1962 (XXXII of
1962), the Pakistan Medical Commission Ordinance,20l9 (Xv of2)19) or an)
other Ia\\ as may be notified by the Federal Govemment, shall be triable by the
Tribunal.

(:) All appeals againsr decisions, orders and acts of rhe relevant apex
authorities or councils formed pursuant to the Pakistan Medical end DenLll
Ordinance, 1962 (XXXII of 1962), Pakistan Medical Commission Ordin nce.
2019 (lI o12019), thc Pakistan Nursrng Council Act, 1973 (XXVI of 1973),

Pakistan Health Research Council Act, 2016 (XII of 2016) and the Unani.
AyLrrvedjc and Homeopathic Practitioners Act, 1965 (ll of 1965), th,) Pha.macy
Ac!, I 96'I (XI of 1967) or any other law as may be notifi ed under sub section (1)
shall be tLeard and decided bythe Tnbunal.

(l) All claims or complaints arising out of acts or obtigations pursuant

to thc Pakistan Medical and Dental Ordinance, 1962 (XXXII of 196:)), Pakistan
Medical ,:ommission Ordinance, 2019 (ll of2019), the Pakistan NursLng Council
Acr, 197:l (XXVI of l97l), Pakistan Health Research Council Act, 2Cl6 (xII of
2016) or the tjnani, Ayurvedic and Homeopathic Practitioners Act, 1965 (ll of
1965), the Phamacy Act, 1967 (XI of 1967) or arly other law as may be notilied
under sub-secrion (l), lvhere the original jurisdiction is not vestcd in he relevant
apex authorities or councils formed thereunder shall be heard anil decided by the
Tribunal.

(4) All cases in which the offender is sentenccd to a Iine, \rhether with
or wrthout rmprisonment, it shail be competent for the fribunaL to d recl that in
delbult )f payment of the finc thc offender shall be punislable wrth
imprison nenL for a certajn term, which imprisonment shall be in ex:ess of any
other imprisonment to which he may have been sentenced or to whicl he may be
Iiable unrler a commutation ofsentences.

(;) Ihe term for which rhe Tribunal direcLs the ofGlder to be
imprisonod in default ofpayment ofa fine shall not exceed one-fourth ofthe term
of imprisrnment which is the maximum penalw prescribed for the ofience in the
rclevant statute or rules or regulalions fratned therennder_
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(6) In exercise of its criminal j urisd iction, the Tribunal shall have the
same powers as arc vested in Court of Sessions under the Code of Crirninal
Procedure, 1898 (Act V of lE9E).

(7) In exercise ofthe civiljuridiction, the Tribunalshallhave the same
powers and shall follow the same procedure as civil caurt und6 $e Code ofCivil
Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908).

(8) Ir all matters with respect to which no proc.dur€ has been provided
for in this Act, the Tribunal shall follow die procedure laid do',h in the Code of
Civil Proceduie, l90t (Act V of l90E). The Tribunal shall make such rulcs for its
funcrioning as deemed appropriate by the Cheirman in consulfation with the
members,

(9) The Tribunal may issue bailable wanant for the arrest ofany pcrson

against whom reasonable suspicion exists, oahis haviag been involved in any
contravention punishable under this Act:

Provided that such wanant shall be applied for, issued and executed in
accordance with the provisions ofthe Code of Criminal ProcedurE, l89t (Act V
or lE9t):

Provided further that if the p€rson a(esied executes a bond with
sufficient surety in accordance with the endorscment on the wanant he shall be

released from cusrody, failing which he shall be taken or sent without delay to
lhe omccr in{hargc ofthe nearest polic! station.

(10) All proccedings befor€ the Tribunal shall be deemed to bejudicial
proceedings within thc meaning of sectioDs l9J and 22t ofthe Pakistan Pcnal
Code, l89t (Acr Xl,V of lt98) and rhe Tribunal shall be deemed to be a court
for the purpose ofsectrons 480 and 482 ofthe Code ofcriminal kocedurc, 1898
(Act v of 1898).

(ll) The Tribunal shall hear ar decide all alpeals, complaints or claims
iDstituted beforE h within one hundrcd t*enty days without ex.iption and shall

rcfuse all requesls for adjoumm€nts if sought by any p€rty if such adjoumment
would lead to the Tribunal not bcing able to decide a case within the stipulated
p€riod.

(12) Ihe Iribunal shall impose penaltics as may be prescribed underthe
relevant shtute or rules or regulations madc thereunder and in the absence

therEol determine reasonable penalties fo. reasons to be recorded subject to a fine
not excccding fifty million Rupees and imprisonment not exceeding seven ycars.

7. OEerces by bodie! corporete.-<l) \f,'here any contravention has

been commifted by a body co.porate and it is proved that such offence has be€n
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conlmiEed with th€ consent or connivance orr is attributed to any negligence on
the part of, any director, partnet, manager, secrctary, trustee or otler of6cer c I
the body corporate, lhey shall be deemed 10 b€ guilty of such contravcntion along
with the body corporate and shall be punished accordingly:

Paovided thst in th€ case of company as defin€d under tle Compani( s

Acr, 2(ll7 (XIX of 2017), only the chief execulive ofEcer shall h: li.ble und(:r
this section.

E plonalton.- For the purpose of this section, "body m.porate or
institution" includ€s a firm, association of persons, a sociely regist(ed uoder lle
societies Registration Act, lt60 (XXI of 1t60) or under the Co-operati\c
Societies Act, 1925 (VII of 1925) and a trust created undcr lhe Trun Ac! ltt2
(lI of I t82).

(2) Where any contrav€ntion has been committed by anl'Covemme t
agencr, local authority or local council and it appears fiom the rrlevarrt
documents that such contsavention has been committed with drc consent i)r
connivance of or is attributed to any negligence on the pafl ofthe head or ary
othe. officer of the Govemment agency, local authority or local council, su(h
head or other offccr shall also be deened guilty of such confa\enlion alonli-
with the Covemment a8ency, local authority or local council and ihall be liablc
to b€ proceeded against and punished accordingly.

t. App€alt lo the Medicel Tributral.- (l) Any person aggrieved t,y
anv orde. or direction of th€ authorities pursuant to dle Pakistan Medical artd

Dcntrl Council Ordinance. 1962 o(XXII of 1962), Pakirttar Medical
Commission Ordinarice, 2019 (ll of 2019), the Pakistan Nursing Council A({
1973 (XXVI of 1973), Pakistan Health Rcsearch Council Acl, 2016 (XIl of20l,t)
or the Unsni, AFrvedic and Homeopathic Practitioners Act, 1965 II of 1965) )r
lhe Pharmacy Act, 1967 (XI of 1967) and subje.t to thc pro.isions of drc
Pakistan Medical .md Dentil Council Ordinance, 1962 (Xx)ill of 196r),
Pakisqn Medical Commission Ordinance, 2019 (ll of 2019), the Pakistan
Nursing Council Act, 1973 (XXVI oI 1973), Pakistan Health Research Coum;il
Act, 2016 (Xlt of2016) or the Unani, Ayurvedic and Homeopathir Practitioners
Act, 1965 (tl of 1965), the Pharmacy Act, 1967 (XI of 1967) or any other law as

may be notified under suEsection (l) of section 6, may prefer an appeal before
the Tribunal widtin lhirty days of the date of communication of the impugn,:d
order or direction.

(2) A-u appeal to lie Tribunal shall be in such form, conrain su,)h
particulars and be accompanied by such fces as may be prescribed.

9- Appeeb froE ord.n of thc M€dical Tribuod.-- Any person
aggrieved by any final order in suit, in appeal or aSainsr any senrence passed by



THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN EXTRA SEPTEMBER 24 2020 641

the Tribunal may, within thirty days ofcommunication ofsuch oader or senteflce,
prefer an appeal to the Suprcme Coufi ofPakistan.

10. Abatement oI suit aDd other proceediDts.- All suits, appeals,
complaints or applications regarding any mafter within the jurisdiction of the
Tribunal pending in any court immediately before the commencement ofthis Act
shall abate forthwith:

Provided that any party to such proceedings may, wrthin ninety days ol
the establishmen! ofthe appropriate Tribunal, approach to the Tribunal in respect
ofany such matter which is in issue in such suit, complarn! appeal or application

Il. Limitation,-The provisions of sections 5 and 12 of the Limitation
Acq I 90 E (IX of I 908), shall apply to appeals etc. und er this Act.

12. The omcers of Federal, Provincial and local Governments to
assist Tribunal.-The officers of th€ F€deral Governm€nt, Provincial
Govemments and local govemments including the Islamabad Capital Territory
police and rhe Provincial police shall assist the Tribunal and its officers in the
discharge of their functions under the provisions of this Act and the rules and
regulations made there under.

13. Rules,-The Federal Govemment may, by notification in the
oficial Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes ofthis Act-

14. Regulations.-The Tribunal may, by notification in the official
Cazerte, make regulations to carry out purposes ofthis Act.

15. Overriding efTect.-The provisions of this Act shall have eftect
notwithstanding anlthin8 to the contrary contained in any orher law for the time
berng in force.

16. Savings.-Au appointments, orders, notifications made, passed or
issued or duly done by the competent authority in relation to ihe Tribunal, or by
the Tribunal under the repealed Medical Tribunal Ordinance, 2019 (XIV of2019)
are saved and deemed continued-

TAHIR HUSSAIN.
Secretdry.
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